
A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRS

Welcome,
As newly elected Chairperson of
the Main Trust, I am pleased to
share the progress that we have
been making behind the scenes as
we prepare for a productive year
ahead.  The Trust has been hard at
work, running a series of
workshops with the Central,
Northern and Southern Sub-
Regional Trust Directors to update
their Grant Funding Guidelines.
These Guidelines are updated
every four years to ensure they
continually align with the evolving
needs of community. 

With the new appointment of
Directors for the next four years,
we are committed to driving
positive change and strengthening
partnerships in communities. 

Please be advised the next closing
date for funding applications is
Friday 11th April 2025. Please do
not hesitate to contact the WCCT
Administration team for assistance. 

Looking ahead, our next quarterly
Trust meetings will be in May, and I
will also be joining our CC
Chairperson and Executive Officer
for our quarterly community visits. 

-Loyla Chevathen
Chairperson, Main Trust

Dear Readers,
I am excited to welcome you to
2025 as the recently elected
Chairperson of the Coordinating
Committee. It is both an honour
and a privilege to take on this role,
and I am eager to embark on the
important work ahead. 

The CC will continue to work on
key projects such as the East
Weipa Closure, Amrun Expansion
Project (Kangwinan) and will
continue to monitor our
environment and cultural heritage
across the Mining Lease. These
projects are crucial to the future of
our community and we are
committed to approaching them
with care and respect.

We also continue to prioritize
working closely with Rio Tinto and
focus on increasing employment
opportunities for Traditional
Owners, and implement strategies
for better employment and training
pathways.

I look forward to visiting our
Napranum, Mapoon, Aurukun,
Hopevale and NPA communities in
March for our quarterly community
visits and hope to see you there.
Please follow our Facebook page
for updates on these upcoming
visits. 

-Constance Port
Chairperson, Coordinating
Committee
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WORK READINESS PROGRAM INITIATIVE
The Rio Tinto Indigenous Employment and
Development (IED) team will be hosting
upcoming Work Ready Workshops across
February and March at the following locations:
Napranum: 27th February
New Mapoon: 4th - 6th March
Mapoon: 18th March
For any enquiries, please contact Jo Moloney
from the IED team on 0473 016 007.

2025 CADETSHIP PROGRAM
The 2025 Cadetship Program is now open for
applications. Rio Tinto are seeking expressions
of interest from Local Aboriginal Persons who are
currently undertaking tertiary studies in the fields
of: Engineering / Finance / Environment / Early
Childhood Education / Law / Archaeology or
Anthropology. 
For more information or to apply please contact
Roselle via email on
Roselle.Canilao@riotinto.com

LOCAL LEADERS PROGRAM
Rio Tinto will be rolling out a Local

Leaders program in early 2025, offering
4 LAP participants an opportunity to
undertake a 12 month Leadership

Program to assist them in developing
into Operational Leaders. Watch this
space to see who your future leaders

are! 

TRAINEESHIP SPOTLIGHT
Rio Tinto have just welcomed 6 new LAP
Trainees to their Weipa operations across
Amrun Mine Services, Plant Operations,
LSMP and Andoom Mine Operations. 
The next intake for Rio Tinto LAP

Trainees is scheduled between 14th
April - 2nd May.  To register your

interest please touch base with the IED
team.

Please also join us in congratulating the
following Trainees on the successful

completion of their Traineeships;  Takara
Ahmat, Tarza Pascoe, Francis Salee and

Allan Motton!

RIO TINTO WEIPA UPDATE



MARINE FAUNA WORK

As part of the ongoing North of
Weipa North (NoWN) studies,
Rio Tinto are expanding their
focus to include rare and
threatened species such as
the Ornate Eagle Ray, Olive
Ridley Turtles and Green
Sawtooth Shark. These
studies continue to provide
contemporary data and
support future NoWN projects.

DREDGING CAMPAIGN

The Weipa Dredging Campaign
is scheduled to commence from
May to September 2025 and
will be conducted by North
Queensland Bulk Ports. The
vessel TSHD Brisbane will be
undertaking the works. This
huge vessel comes in at an
overall length of 84.1m. 

COMMUNITY SEED
COLLECTION

The 2024 Community Seed
Collection program ran from
May to December and
delivered approximately 780.8
kgs of seed to Rio Tinto. 
In 2025, Rio Tinto are looking
for more participants in the
program to help meet the
required seeding quantities. 

AMRUN SURVEYS

The Amrun nominated
Traditional Owners have
worked tirelessly in 2024,
surveying land set for future
mine clearing. In 2024, the
teams walked a staggering
13,018.40 hectares. That is the
equivalent of 13,000 rugby
fields!!! 

ASIAN GREEN MUSSEL
DETECTION

Two mature specimens of
Asian Green Mussel (AGM)

have been identified locally in
Weipa. They are an invasive

species to the area and
although they are sold

commercially for consumption,
they are detrimental to the

local ecosystem. 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT - WHAT
CAN YOU DO? 

Be on the lookout
If you think you have
found some: 

Note the location
Take a picture
Collect a sample
Contact Bio Security
Queensland on 13 25
133
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NAPRANUM PCYC - BRAKING THE CYCLE
The PCYC Braking the Cycle program recently
celebrated its first graduate! This successful
program provides young people with the
opportunity to gain their P1 license, empowering
them with greater independence and
opportunities for the future. 

NAPRANUM PCYC - BREAKFAST CLUB
The 2025 Breakfast Club Program now features a
newly renovated space, offering school children a
calm and relaxing environment to enjoy breakfast
before starting their school day.
The Central Sub-Regional Trust are proud to
support this great initiative. 

CLONTARF UPDATE
The Western Cape College Clontarf Academy

has been busy getting the boys back and ready
for school this term, with growing attendance to
the morning training sessions and after school

activities. In February, the Grade 5/6 boys
attended their 2025 Induction Camp, marking

the first of many overnight experiences with the
program. A total of 25 boys attended and

enjoyed a range of sports and team building
activities.

See below for a day in the life of a Clontarf boy! 
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STARS FOUNDATION UPDATE
The Stars Program is in full swing again, and

the team are happy to see the girls returning to
school after the summer break.

The girls have been engaging in activities
including the Year 5/6 yarning circle, study
sessions and morning yoga before school. 

WHATS HAPPENING



Central Representatives Marie Pitt
Corine Matasia

Northern Representatives Patricia Mark (Chairperson)
Julie Mairu

Southern Representatives Loyla Chevathen
Rhonda Woolla 

ON OUR RADAR

Central Representatives Anna Motton (Chairperson)
Melanie Wilson

Northern Representatives Geraldine Mamoose
Albert Bond

Southern Representatives Loyla Chevathen
Rhonda Woolla 

Alngith Representatives Ernest Madua Snr
Colleen John

Anathangayth Representatives Maurice Woodley
Leanne Gordon

Peppan Representatives Marie Pitt (Chairperson)
Melanie Wilson

Wathayn Representatives Lorraine Coconut
Jimmy Coconut

Taepadhighi Representatives Albert Bond
Julie Mairu

Thanikwithi Representatives Corine Matasia (Chairperson)
Anna Motton

Yupungathi Representatives Michelle Kostecki
Constance Port

Wathayn Representatives Lorraine Coconut
Jimmy Coconut

WCCCC SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENT
The Western Cape Communities Coordinating Committee is pleased to announce our newly elected
Sub-Committee members for the 2024 - 2026 term. 

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SUB-
COMMITTEE

ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE SUB-
COMMITTEE

EAST WEIPA MINE CLOSURE SUB-
COMMITTEE

ANDOOM MINE CLOSURE SUB-
COMMITTEE



OUR COMMUNITY
In late 2024, the WCCT hosted an Induction Workshop for new Directors and Members. We are
excited on what the future holds during this term!

Over the past quarter, we have had the pleasure of sharing in the celebrations of two wonderful
individuals during our meetings.
First, our Northern Representative for the Employment and Training Sub-Committee, Julie Mairu,
marked a special occasion by attending her first meeting of 2025 on her birthday and most recently,
we had the honour of having Mayor Barbara Bandicootcha (ASC) join us just a day after celebrating a
milestone birthday. 
Please join us in wishing both Julie and Mayor Bandicootcha all the best! We are grateful for their
continued dedication and contributions to the WCCT. 
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CONTACT US:

PH: (07) 4069 7945
FB:  www.facebook.com/WesternCape

Communities Trust

E: reception@westerncape.com.au W: www.westerncape.com.a

Q2 2025 MEETING DATES

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING TUESDAY 6TH MAY

ENVIORNMENT AND HERITAGE WEDNESDAY 7TH MAY

EAST WEIPA THURSDAY 8TH MAY

ANDOOM MINE CLOSURE FRIDAY 9TH MAY

CENTRAL SUB REGIONAL TRUST MONDAY 19TH MAY

NORTHERN SUB REGIONAL TRUST TUESDAY 20TH MAY

SOUTHERN SUB REGIONAL TRUST WEDNESDAY 21ST MAY

INDIGENOUS DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS TUESDAY 3RD JUNE

COORDINATING COMMITTEE WEDNESDAY 4TH JUNE

MAIN TRUST THURSDAY 5TH JUNE

FUNDING APPLICATION CLOSING DATE FOR Q2 IS FRIDAY 11TH APRIL 2025
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